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New modes & models



Overview

1.What is a new mode or model?

2.Examples of new modes & models

3.How academic libraries are supporting 

or initiating new models



What is a new model?

Technology

Activism

Scholarship



Ideas about authorship & scholarly 

publishing are evolving

Å New technologies, interactive multimedia, online-only scholarly 
resources

Å ñIn-progressò communication rather than a final archival 
publication

Å New forms, such as, databases, datasets, digital text, images, 
simulations, visualization, animation, specialized software

Å A changing picture for all involved in the life-cycle of scholarship 
(researchers, authors, editors, reviewers, publishers, scholarly 
societies, libraries, funders, readers)



Some examples of new models

Å Visualizing Cultures

Å BioMed Central

Å H-France Forum

Å Nature.com blogs

Å Atmospheric Chemistry and 
Physics

Å Pea Soup

Å National Virtual Observatory

Å PubMed Central

Å SSRN

Å arXiv

Å Encylopedia of Life

Å FishBase

Å SIGMA

Å Hindawi

Å Savage Minds 

Å PhilSci Archive

Å PLoS

Å Valley of the Shadow

Å Ask Dr. Wiki

Å Perseus Project

Å RCSB Protein Data Bank

Å eBird

Å JoVE

Å Alzheimer Research Forum

Å Real Climate



Characteristics of new models

ÅInternet enabled

ÅNew genres: forms of presentation, information 
blends

ÅNew containers/software

ÅNew modes for interaction

ÅNew distribution & business models

ÅNew relationships to peer review process

ÅTrend to open availability



Top Reasons Faculty Use New Models

Å Facilitates exchanges among scholars

Å Provides access to current research

Å Supplies useful co-location of works

ARL/Ithaka Report ïñCurrent Models of Digital 

Scholarly Communicationò Nov. 2008

http://www.arl.org/bm~doc/current-models-report.pdf

or http://dx.doi.org/10.3998/3336451.0012.105
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Disciplinary Differences

Humanities & Social Sciences
o More often cited the value of models that facilitate exchange of 

ideas; e-only journals most commonly mentioned, then 
discussion forums

STM 
o More often cited the value of models that provided access to 

new research, the value of data sites & e-only journals

Scholars at all stages of their career are experimenting 
with new models

ARL/Ithaka Report Current Models of Digital Scholarly Communication



Facilitates exchanges among scholars



Discussion Forums

http://www.h-france.net/forum/h-franceforum.html
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Blogs Web 2.0



Open Science via blog

Opening the doors 

of the science lab 



Category? Book? Blog?-- or new genre?



Experiments with Peer Review
Traditional peer review 

vs ñopen blog-based 

peer reviewò  
(via Grand Text Auto Blog)

ñBlogging had already changed how 

I worked as a scholar and creator 

of digital media. Reading blogs 

started out as a way to keep up é 

then realized blogs also contain 

raw research, early results and 

other useful information never 

presented at conferences.ò

- peer-to-peer nature of blog-based 

peer review



Provides access to current research



E-only journals:
(Experiments with new Peer Review Models)



Preprints & working papers
New distribution model; in progress research, peer review



ñTeraGrid is the world's largest, most 

comprehensive distributed cyberinfrastructure for 

open scientific research.ò

Data Sources



Data Sources



Supplies useful co-location of works



Encyclopedias, dictionaries, annotated 

content?
Dynamic, constantly updated, in progress



Encyclopedias, dictionaries, annotated 

content

New genre/ new information blend?



Categories?  -- or 

new genres/information blends?


